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woods, to drive back the enemy's advanced posts, to
invest him, to reconnoitre his establishments in the
surroundings of the appointed objective, and therefore
the various points the storming of which had to be
combined with the attack on the main objective. The
decisive attack in such cases changes from a mere
assault to a manoeuvre, a manoeuvre of decision.

This task of preparation on the front of the Twelfth
Corps was that of the advance guard. In proportion
as it was fulfilled, the progressively reinforced advance
guard closed more and more on the enemy, and was
changed at last into a firing-line which attempted to
secure superiority in the direction in which the decisive
attack was to proceed, such a firing-line covering at
the same time the advancing mass which was to strike
the blow.

To-day as in the past, the attacking mass cannot
succeed unless it possesses the firm will to reach its
objective. Any force charged with carrying* out a
decisive attack must be full of Bugeaud's maxim:
44 When the moment has come to act, you must march
on and meet your enemy with that energy and self-
possession which alone enables a man to perform anything
whatsoever."

Therefore we must have vigour, speed* violence, no
long halts, and therefore a quick pressure from troops
behind so as to urge forward the first-line troops.
These must be the characteristics^? action at that
moment.

The attack on the whole front must, of course, be
resumed at the same time. All the troops of the
preparation then turn to execution. The charge is
sounded on all points: let us remfember the example
Garnsdorf in the action studied above,

CAVALRY, COMPLETION, UTILISATION

At the very time when the crisis of the tragedy, the
infantry attack, is developing, the squadrons of the
attack suddenly appear out of a cloud of dust or of
smoke, on the flank or in the rear of the position.
They, too, have had to reach the ground where the